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WHAT IS INTENSIVE FRENCH?

Intensive French (IF) is a pedagogical approach to teaching
French as a second language based on recent research in the
area of neurolinguistics. The approach that offers a new way of
teaching a second or foreign language (L2/FL) in the classroom
context, conceptualized by Germain and Netten beginning in
1998, is called the Neurolinguistic Approach (NLA).

The NLA springs from research in the neurosciences that has
provided a better understanding of how we learn to speak
(Paradis, McGill University; N. Ellis, Michigan University).

Resource: http://www.francaisintensif.ca/parents-en.html




WHAT IS INTENSIVE FRENCH?
(CONTINUED)

The most important principle underlying the NLA is that it is
necessary to develop two grammars when learning a L2/FL: an
"internal grammar" (non-conscious) to acquire speaking
proficiency and an "external” grammar (conscious) to learn how
to write. It has been shown that these two grammars are not
directly linked to each other and each must be developed by
different types of pedagogical activities.

Resource: http://www.francaisintensif.ca/parents-en.html




WHY INTENSIVE FRENCH?

Studies have indicated that students who are exposed to a
period of intensive 2nd language study show greater
progress than students exposed to the same number of
hours of instruction spread out over a longer time period.

Resource: (Lightbown and Spada, 1989).




WHY INTENSIVE FRENCH?
(CONTINUED)

m September - February February - June

Intensive French Compacted curriculum
Social and Science (Math & ELA cont.)

Math, ELA, Phys-ed, Music Intensive French (49 min/day)
(English)

All year

Regular Curriculum

Post-Intensive 49 min twice a week




CURRICULAR EFFECTS OF INTENSIVE
FRENCH

Intensive French
Develops French literacy skills
Enhances English literacy skills
There are no negative effects on other subject

Students with learning difficulties do benefit from the
program

In fact....
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» IF Students
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LATE
IMMERSION AND INTENSIVE FRENCH

Immersion

students learn subjects with French as the language of
Instruction

exposure to French for most of the day

Intensive French

focus is on learning the French language via themes
relevant to the students’ lives (The Starbucks
conversation)




A DAY IN INTENSIVE FRENCH

» Start the day off with the routine :

- Message du jour:




A DAY IN INTENSIVE FRENCH
(CONTINUED)

» Introduction of new vocabulary:
~ Reading:

- Writing:

~ Games




A DAY IN INTENSIVE FRENCH
(CONTINUED)

READING

External grammar
(explicit knowledge) »
WRITING -~




INOK

|. As a parent, do | have to know French!?

2. What can | do to help if | don’t know French!?

3. Will my child have a lot of extra homework to do?




FAQs (Continued)

4. Will the teacher speak French all the time?

5. What happens if my child cannot keep up with the French?




QUESTIONS?

|



